Telephone conversation with Egypt

Nov 4 and Nov 5 Monday 2007-11-04

A resume of the telephone conversation between Mohamed Sherif, of Cairo University, and Ian Crotty on Sunday and Monday the 4 and 5th Nov 07 respectively.

Mohamed Wished to inform Crotty of the progress he had made with the industrialisation of making RPCs in Egypt.

Honeycomb Panels (HC);
Mohamed says that he has been able to make up Aluminium alloy HC panels with the necessary alu bars that allow screw threads chamfered holes and slots to be distributed across the surface. The alu panels are sourced in Egypt and the adhesive comes from China. The panel thickness is 4.5mm instead of the nominal 5-6mm. Tests should be done to a certain whether the panel’s rigidity with the alloys, thicknesses and adhesives used fits the requirements. Apparently « any » size can be produced, there are obvious limitations as a press is involved as are the dimensions of the raw skins. He seems confident that the 2m by 1.4m dimensions can be met. This should be confirmed. There are 2 companies involved, the above comments refer to the first, the 2nd will produce some example within 1-2 weeks. The companies are in Cairo.

Pick-up Strip Panels;
Nothing has yet been produced but by Wednesday, 7Nov 07 , we will have more feedback. Within 2 weeks a prototype willl be produced. At present one company in Cairo (Anglo Egyption Factory) that makes engines etc can mill out strips on a thin PCB material sourced in  Germany. The Chmical etch method has , for the moment not been followed up. All strips produceds up to today in China have been manufactured by this mechanical means. Pricing and quantity have yet to be discussed. Clearly we should see the product before looking at these points.

Mohamed Sherif will visit CERN next June 08 if all goes as wished. He is in contact with Pino to develope an INFN program that should source funds .The procurement of FEBs willl or may be incorporated into this agreement.

Yasser , who has already visited CERN, has now completed his English exams and should be at CERN for the 1 Jan 08 when all administrative procedures have been completed.

It is at this point that Crotty can help out by working with Yasser to build a basic gas system from the scavengeries of CERN. An invitation for Crotty to go and help out once some materilas are in place was once again  kindly extended to him.

A Budget code has yet been estabished at CERN but will happen during week 46 and Mohamed wishes to make an initial payment of 1kchf to cover cost of moving material to Egypt and EP Pool rent. The methods of doing this will be communicated to me on Friday 12 Nov in the afternoon. 
A darft proposal for Egypts participation in CMS, that was suggested during his vist to CERN this summenr has to be followed up to help promote this project at CERN (and with INFN). We should send an example that he can build on .
To establish contact Mohamed called Crotty’s CERN Mobile. Then it was agreed that on Monday he calls again but letting it ring only once. I call back from a fixed line to ;


002010 29 66973 Mobile



002235676761     Land Line

The latter did not work on the single attempt.









Ian Crotty 12 Nov 07
