RPC phone conference 7/1/2004

Present at CERN: A.Sharma, S.Qian, A.Ball, M.Della Negra and W.Van Doninck

Connected: Z.Aftab, G.Iaselli

Summary:

· Gas Gaps

Due to the New Year in Korea and the corresponding holiday period, information was provided by Sung Park via e-mail. The pet film lamination tool has been tuned to the Italian bakelite and performs beautifully. Production of gas gaps will resume next week and completion of the 120 gaps for RE1/2 for one end cap should be completed by the end of February. With this good news, Walter has updated the gas gap production schedule, which, if all goes smoothly, should be close to reality now. This schedule is attached in .ppt format. We nevertheless urge our Korean colleagues to ship the first ten produced gaps earlier as to get the ISR facility debugged, optimized and operational

.

· Front end boards

Zia informed us that the letter of intent for the order of 1450 front-end boards and adapter boards has been sent to the Italian company. Michel has a copy of this document. The final order should reach them in two weeks. Pino will than make sure that the adapter boards, that have no active components, would be processed asap. 

· RE1/2 mechanics

RE1/2 mechanics has arrived at CERN from China and are at present at the ISR assembly lab. Zia confirmed that the connection ferrules for their share of the forward RPC system would be purchased from China and Sijin confirmed that production is proceeding for the full amount. The Chinese funding agency confirmed the production of the strip panels for the forward RPC system as a Chinese contribution. Pakistan has to provide the final drawings for these panels and the strip layout and this was promised for the end of this week. According to Sijin the production could then start early February and would take 2-3 months taking this item off the critical path.

· Cables
Pino reported on the recent measurements of skew performed on samples of cables provided by the company NOVACAVI. The first sample containing 40 pairs showed an unacceptable skew, however an alternative cable containing 5*8 pairs, provided by the same supplier, showed a skew of 2 to 2.5 ns over 20 m which is adequate for the RPC system (barrel and forward). Its price is 2.5 Euro/m which is about a factor of 5 less than genuine “skew clear” cable as used by the CSC’s for instance. Further tests will proceed in Bari and validation can be awaited early February. Once this signal cable is certified, the full RPC system is ready to go to a PRR for all its cables since NOVACAVI was already identified as the supplier for HV and LV cables for the RPC’s.

In view of the sector cabling exercise on YE1 in February, Walter requested samples of the final cables to be supplied to him. The detailed list and lengths will be discussed off line.

· Miscellaneous

Zia pointed out that signal cables have been identified in Pakistan at a cost of 0.6 CHF/m instead of 0.8 CHF/m at CERN. The Pakistani cable however most likely has PVC insulator that will probably not be accepted by TIS. Approval by TIS being mandatory, a sample of the Pakistani cable should be provided for inspection and possible approval.

Mechanics for the Pakistani chambers has been identified and will be ordered to be on the premises by May i.e. before the arrival of gas gaps from Korea. The status of the TIS approval of the Pakistani panels has to be checked. These panels are substantially cheaper than the Chinese aluminum honeycomb panels used for RE1. Sijin will contact the company once more to get the best price offer.

Next RPC phone conference

On Wednesday 4/2 at 9:00 
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