RPC phone conference 16/2/2005

Present at CERN: I.Crotty, S.Qian, M.Della Negra, A.Sharma and W.Van Doninck.

Connected: H.Hoorani , Kyongsei Lee

Summary:

· Gas gaps

Kuongsei reported on the progress with gas gap production in Korea. RE2/3 for Pakistan is ready to be shipped and the second batch (( 40 sets) for RE1/2 are expected to leave Korea early March. The availability of transport boxes seems to be a problem and the boxes at CERN should be quickly shipped to Seoul. Only when the RE1/2 second batch is complete will we be able to know how much extra sets are required to finish a total of 80RE1/2 detectors.

· RE2 assembly in Pakistan

Hafeez and colleagues reported on the progress in Pakistan. 320 FEB’s were about to leave Pakistan for station one…some 56 boards seem to be missing when the sum is made between the delivery to Islamabad (1304) and the ones used at CERN (90)…the total does not add up to the 1450 boards ordered which needs to be understood. Pino not being connected could not comment. The bottleneck for mass assembly now really is the availability of thin copper sheets and mylar sheets. Ordering them in China via CERN would require at least 3 offers…the same if ordered by Pakistan…this would lead to a delay that would jeopardize the progress on station 2. A way out could be via a Chinese purchase but the availability of funds on the Pakistani team account will take about 4 weeks. Only then can the money (47 kDollars+shipment costs ( 85 kCHF) be transferred via TID to the Peking University team account. Sijin and Hafeez are following this issue to remove this last obstacle in the way to success. In any case 3 extra bidders should be found and contacted in case the scheme via a Chinese purchase does not turn out to work.

For the honeycomb panels for station 3 the same scheme will be followed as for station 2 with the order going through IHEP with compensation on their M&O account. This time the funding is provided to CERN by Pakistan and should include transport costs that amounted to 40 kCHF for the batch of panels for station 2. This time shipment by sea or road should be envisaged. 

· Miscellaneous
Ian was in Milan to check the bakelite sheets and was satisfied with their quality.

Next RPC phone conference

On Wednesday 2/3/2005 at 9:00
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