RPC phone conference 15/10/2003

Present at CERN: M.Della Negra,T.Virdee,A.Ball,I.Crotty and W.Van Doninck.

Connected: P.Iaselli,S.Qian

Summary:

· As a preamble, the programme at the GIF was briefly reviewed. According to Pino the  proportion of recirculation will be increased from 27/10 onwards i.e. after the RPC conference in Clermont Ferrand. Aim is to reach 95% which is the present ATLAS recirculation rate. The Chinese RE1/2 is connected to gas but not yet under HV. The Korean RE1/1 is not yet installed. Availability of cables and TDC’s has to be investigated with Anna Colaleo.

· Ian reviewed the status of the first batch of bakelite.270 sheets have been measured for resistivity during week 40.Cutting at RIVA was foreseen in week 42 but delayed by the company to week 44 (27/10).Pino insisted that a last dimensional check of the bakelite production drawings be done before the cutting. GT is on stand by to receive the cut bakelite for cleaning and shipping to Korea.Boxes for transport have been built by Ian and Jean Paul. Sheets will be put vertical and the same box can be expanded for the transport of gas gaps. It was suggested to include silica gel into the boxes to keep moisture low. Ian will make sure that transports and shipments proceed in the shortest time span possible. This first batch of bakelite would be sufficient to produce the gaps for RE1/2,RE1/3,RE2/2 and RE2/3 for one end cap. Labeling of the bakelite pieces will be done using a permanent transparency pen to allow traceability of the bakelite history via travelers and database.

· Gas gaps for one RE1/3 (China) and one RE2/3 (Pakistan) had been ordered at GT to allow an early assembly exercise for these chambers of largest dimensions. According to Pino these gaps would be ready in week 43 and be shipped to CERN.

· The absence of Korea at the phone meeting did not allow to find out the status of gas gap production. Several Korean colleagues are expected to attend the Clermont Ferrand conference next week. Pino will discuss the status with them and report back. Items to be discussed are: status of the hot melt facility, availability of all production items in sufficient quantities (oil,heptane,spacers etc…).

· Sijin reported that 3 persons from China will come to CERN from 10/11 onwards to assemble the first RE1/3 as an exercise and help in finalising the production lab in the ISR. Mechanical pieces for RE1 chambers should leave China around the same date. It was pointed out that storage of these items at a port during the Christmas period should be avoided. Sijin will provide all necessary information about the shipment to allow efficient and fast recovery of the goods.

· Sijin also reported that the coax ferrules for the connection of the strips to the FEB via the adaptor board could be procured in china at 1/10th of the CERN price. 100k such pieces are required for a total estimated cost of 10kCHF. Sijin proposed to purchase these ferrules in China using their currency and requested the equivalent funds to be credited to the PU team account. Walter will investigate how to proceed for this transaction.

· Concerning cable procurement for the RPC system (barrel and end caps), Pino reported that Antonio has identified an alternative supplier (Novacavi) to the Belgian firm (Kabelwerk). Interaction with the latter firm showed difficult. Novacavi will produce cables for the CMS tracker. Lengths of a few 100 meters have been ordered to proceed with some tests before the PRR and the launching of the order. These samples would also allow to proceed with TIS approval. No significant price increase w.r.t the Belgian cable is expected.

Next meeting: Wednesday 29/10 @ 9:00

WVD to organise the next phone conference

