RPC phone conference 9/3/2005

Present at CERN: A.Ball, A.Sharma, S.Park and W.Van Doninck.

Connected: Kyongsei Lee, S.Qian and G.Iaselli

Summary:

· Gas gaps

Kuongsei reported on the progress with gas gap production in Korea. 2 Boxes with RE1/2 gaps are ready to be shipped to CERN on 10/3. A total of 42 complete sets + 1 extra large gap are available in that shipment. With the excess of small and medium size gaps at the ISR this shipment would allow for 44 RE1/2 chambers to be assembled of course minus the possible fall out. Based on these numbers and allowing for some contingency Archana requested 5 extra medium size RE1/2 gaps and 20 extra large size RE1/2 gaps. For RE1/3 second end cap, the gas gap assembly is proceeding in Korea and Kyongsei foresees shipping around the second half of April. The gaps required to complete RE1/3 both end caps are 40/40/50 (small/medium/large). Normally Korea would be able to produce at least 40 sets with the bakelite at hand. So only 10 large size RE1/3 gaps should be cut as extra and added to the RE1/2 extra bakelite.

Ian and Pino confirmed that the raw bakelite sheets have a dimension of 1.6*3.2 m**2. An optimized cutting plan for these extra RE1 gaps will be worked out by Sijin and Ian will make sure that this extra bakelite goes to Korea with the next bakelite shipment. Ian said that before QC some 206+200 raw sheets are available for us at Pan Pla. This should be adequate for finishing the minimal project ie. 3 stations at low eta.

· RE2 assembly in Pakistan

Hafeez and colleagues did not get connected and only the information provided by Hafeez via e-mail was reported by Walter. So far 2 RPC’s for station 2 have been completely assembled at Islamabad using thick copper foil. The showstopper for the ramp up to mass assembly still is the availability of copper and mylar sheets. PU has agreed to place the order as soon as the equivalent amount (~ 75 kCHF) has been transferred to the Pakistani CERN team account from which via TID the PU team account could be credited. Cost should include shipment to Islamabad.

The readiness of the cosmic telescope is somewhat delayed due to the tendering procedure.

· Miscellaneous
On the total order of 1450 FEB’s placed by Pakistan, only 1394 boards have been delivered, hence 56 boards are somehow missing? Pino will investigate this issue but excluded that this could be due to a lack of VLSI chips. The retesting and debugging of FEB’s at the ISR assembly site poses some problems. So far some 10 boards have been put aside and require to be repaired. Since no FEB test station is available at CERN these boards have to be taken back to Matrix/Bari. Cern is ready to purchase one extra FEB test station (~1000 Euro) to be used at the ISR. One FEB test station is available at Islamabad and considering the state of advance at both sites; Pino suggested that the Pakistani test station be brought to CERN asap. The new one would then go to Pakistan.

In the forthcoming CMS week the RPC meeting will concentrate on services to the system ie. HV and LV systems, cables, connectors, patch panels, fibres etc… clearly close contact with the muon trigger people will be required.

Benefiting from the presence at CERN of Hafeez and Tariq, a workshop on RE progress should allow to prepare for a formal MPR for the RPC system (Ba+Ec) to be held somewhere in April. Walter will announce this workshop and the meeting rooms involved in due time.

Next RPC phone conference

On Wednesday 23/3/2005 at 9:00
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